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Sumitomo Guest Pavilion and Modern Architecture
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Sen-Oku Hakukokan Museum is an art museum active in preservation, research, and exhibition focused on the Sumitomo
Collection. Building 1in Kyoto’s Higashiyama Ward was originally built as a Sumitomo Group guest house for distinguished
visitors from elsewhere in Japan and overseas on the occasion of the 1970 World’s Fair in Osaka. Designed for optimal
presentation of the sculptural beauty and worldview of the ancient Chinese bronzes that form the core of the Sumitomo

Collection, it is now acclaimed as a preeminent example of modern architecture in Kyoto.
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Ancient Chinese Bronzes
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New Life for Timeless Art 2026 — People and techniques building bridges to the future
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Highlights from the cultural property maintenance and restoration grant program supported by the Sumitomo Foundation

New Life for Timeless Art 2026 — People and techniques building bridges to the future
Apr.4 [Sat.]—Jun.28 [Sun.], 2026
Partl: Apr.4 [Sat]—May.6 [Wed.] / Partll: May.9 [Sat]—May.31[Sun.] / Partlll: Jun.2 [Tue—Jun.28 [Sun.]
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Cultural property maintenance and restoration has been supported by the Sumitomo Foundation since its
establishment in 1991. Foundation grants have helped to restore the cultural properties featured in this exhibition.
We can only appreciate historical materials and fine arts and crafts that reveal our ancestors’ culture and thought
because they have been carefully preserved and passed down over time. This exhibition stands apart from most
others by introducing what makes cultural properties special from a different angle: the work of dedicated
conservators and their advanced restoration techniques.
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The Splendid Parade of the Emperor and the Shogun: Art and Culture in 17th-Century Kyoto
Sep.5 [Sat.]J—Oct.18 [Sun.], 2026
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In September 1626, the bigining of Edo period, the emperor visited Nijo-jo castle in Kyoto at the invitation of the
Tokugawa shogunate. The excitement of the parade of the Emperor and Shogun on the first day is explored
through a folding screen in the museum collection. The imperial visit to Nijo-jo Castle (known as Kan’ei Gyoko) is
considered which heralded an age of peace and led to the emergence of new culture. The exhibition also focusses
on the elegant Kan'ei culture that developed during the second half of the 17th century.
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100th Anniversary of the Passing of SUMITOMO Shunsui:
Fortunate Encounters of the Sumitomo Modern Art Collection
Oct.31[Sat]—Dec.20 [Sun.], 2025
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The foundation stone of the Sen-oku Hakukokan collection was laid by fifteenth head of the Sumitomo family,
SUMOTOMO Kichizaemon Tomoito (pseudonym: Shunsui; 1864-1926). This commemorates the 100th
anniversary of his passing by introducing artworks associated to him. It traces his exchange with artists who
were his contemporaries, focusing on Japanese-style paintings, Western-style paintings as well as craftworks
from the collection. It also provides an opportunity to reflect upon his discernment through the artworks that drew
his interest, and further to reevaluate the history of the formation of the collection in term of the backdrop and
specific era of its acquisition.

EXHIBITIONS SCHEDULE CALENDAR
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Ancient Chinese Bronzes, Feature exhibition on inscriptions

Sep.5 [Sat]—Dec.20 [Sun.]

10.31(£)—12.20(B) Oct.31[Sat]-Dec.20 [Sun.]
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SUMITOMO Shunsui:
Fortunate Encounters of the Sumitomo Modern Art Collection
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Kan'ei Gyoko
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Ancient Chinese bronzes
Apr.4 [Sat.]—Jul.31 [Fri.], Sep.5 [Sat.]—Dec.20 [Sun.], 2026
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Visitors’ interest and fascination grows the more they look. Chinese bronzes in the Sumitomo
Collection, considered among the world’s finest, await your viewing in the Bronze Gallery, which
introduces captivating vessels with the consummate craftsmanship of ancient China from several
perspectives in four exhibition rooms. This year, inscriptions of ancient script cast on the vessels
are explored, bringing the intriguing world of ancient Chinese writing into clearer view.
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Masterworks collection
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Some of the finest Chinese bronzes in the Sumitomo Collection are showcased in new display
cases here. Also on display here are introductory notes on Chinese bronzeware that guide
visitors on a journey through this captivating realm.
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Intriguing patterns and motifs
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Not to be missed, details from charming, animal-like figurines to intricate and eerie patterns that
cover the surfaces are an essential feature of Chinese bronzes. This room focuses on the intriguing,
fascinating patterns and motifs found on the vessels.
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Feature exhibition on inscriptions
Sep.5 [Sat.]—Dec.20 [Sun.], 2026
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Some vessels feature cast inscriptions of ancient Chinese text. This exhibition introduces the
inscriptions - both beautiful calligraphy and a valuable historical record of current thought and
ideology - along with masterworks in the Sumitomo Collection.
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Open Hours 10:00-17:00 (Last admission 16:30)

Admission Adults ¥1,000 (Special Exhibitions : ¥1,200)

fee Students with ID ¥600 (Special Exhibitions : ¥800)
Under 18 years old : Free
* A group discount applies for a party of 20 or more.
* Free for people with disability ID

Days Closed Mondays during the exhibition

(Open on public holidays, closed on the following weekday), Apr.24 [Fri.]

Bronze Gallery
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Variety and utility of bronze vessels
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Here, visitors can gain an appreciation of what kinds of bronze vessels were created and what
purposes they served. The curiously shaped Chinese bronzes were used as tableware, drinking

vessels, water vessels, and musical instruments, which is also engagingly illustrated in this room
with videos that include digital content to show how they were once used.
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Eastward propagation
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Bronze culture originating in China made waves throughout East Asia, and these areas
eventually produced their own vessels. Here, the exhibition focuses on mirrors and other items
that spread through the region, presenting bronze vessels from Japan and elsewhere in a look

at the development of bronze culture.
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https://sen-oku.or.jp/tokyo/

El @SenOkuHakukoKanTokyo
© @SenOkuTokyo
@senokuhakukokanmuseum_tokyo
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24 Shimomiyanomae-cho,
Shishigatani,Sakyo-ku, Kyoto,
606-8431 Japan
Tel+81-75-771-6411

City Bus lines 5, 93, 203 and 204:
Get off at “Higashitenno-cho”and
walk 200m to the east. Lines 32 :
Get off at “Miyanomae-cho.”

Access
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