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The Chinese artworks and artefacts brought to Japan in the eighteenth century
significantly impacted Japanese culture. Thereupon, literati painting gradually gained
popularity in Japan, especially in Osaka, Nagasaki, and Edo. This exhibition features
selected works from the Sumitomo Collection highlighting the literati paintings
created by painters such as Tanomura Chikuden and Totoki Baigai as well as the
Chinese paintings that had influenced these Japanese literati painters.
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This exhibition features two recently restored Chinese lacquerwares made in the Ming
Dynasty-Carved Orpiment Lacquer Round Tray with Dragon Pattern and Carved Orpiment
Lacquer Square Tray with Double Dragon Pattern. These two masterpieces are now
restored to their original forms and former beauty. Through them and other lacquer works
we will be able to explore the aesthetic qualities of lacquerwares of China and Japan.
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Itaya Hazan, the great master of ceramicwares of the modern period, was the first
craftsman awarded the Order of Culture, the top merits for an artist in Japan. On the
occasion of the 150th anniversary of Hazan's birth, the exhibition presents a large
number of the fine and elegant works by Hazan, and ceramic sherds unearthed from kiln
sites to restore a complete picture of the life and art of the master.
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Nihonga painter Konoshima Okoku from Kyoto worked on landscape paintings
throughout his life. The exhibition showcases Okoku's new and refreshing approach
to landscape paintings, which integrate life sketches from observations during his
trips with the representation technics from Western traditions and his aspiration to
the literati ideals.
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Ancient Chinese Bronzes
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From the world-renowned Sumitomo's Chinese bronze vessel collection, we have
chosen some particularly valuable and well-crafted masterpieces that we would like
to introduce to you.
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Together with traditional patterns that decorated bronze vessels and bronze glasses,
we will also show tales from ancient China to shed light on the background of this
form of art.
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The bronze vessel used for formalities and rituals of Shang and Zhou era will be
introduced to you according to the type and usage.
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The development of bronze culture since the Qin and Han periods focuses on
mirrors in this exhibit.
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Sponsored by the Sumitomo Foundation, the restoration of the Han-Dynasty lacquerware excavated in a
Xiongnu Tomb in Mongolia has been completed. This item is a crucial piece of material for understanding
the development of handicraft in ancient China. The restored lacquerware will be returned to Mongolia
after the exhibition.
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